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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's arguments over claim 58 are persuasive and the rejection is withdrawn. In 
the prior Office Action, allowable subject matter was indicated, however, during an updated 
search, new art was found. The Double Patenting rejection is withdrawn due to Applicant's 
cancellation of the claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 43-47 and 64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hare. 

Hare teaches a heat transfer material comprising a base substrate (11, FIG. 1 and 
associated text); a release coating layer (8:45-50), and a transferable portion (12, FIG. 1 and 
associated text) overlying the base substrate; wherein the transferable portion is comprised of 
crosslinked polymer ethylene-methacrylic acid copolymer (9:43-62) layer in two or more layers 
(13:10-20, equivalent to crosslinked polymer and printable layers) the transfer layers are melt- 
flowable at a transfer temperature. Hare also teaches a release layer is also used in place of the 
melt-transfer layer of referenced Kronzer '990 (7:40-45). Hare discloses the support materials 
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are of cellulose acetate films and papers (13: 48-65) per instant claim 47. Instant claims 43-44 
and 47 are addressed. 

While Hare teaches release layers and separation of the transfer layer from the support is 
an absolute requirement (13:55-60), Hare does not expressly teach a "peelable" film. However, 
because the transfer layers are separable from the support, and are used in two or more layers, 
and also teaches use of three layers (13:19-20), the third layer serves as a peelable film because it 
is of the same ethylene-methacrylic acid copolymer (includes copolymers of olefins, methacrylic 
acid monomers per instant claim 44) and thus expects to function as "peelable". 

Hare teaches the release layer, and its composition of ethylene-acrylic acid copolymer 
(7:45-50), and a wax addition (7:50-65, release agent) per instant claims 45-46. 

The results from causing the peelable film to melt and flow (claim 64) are inherent as the 
same materials are employed. 

Hare teaches the transfer layer may comprise ink, which is known to provide color 
through a pigment (8:58-60), and therefore considered to be an opacifying material. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 48-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hare in 
view of Ho. 

Hare is referenced above. 

Hare does not expressly disclose the transfer layers include opacifiying material having a 
pigment and a crosslinker as per instant claims 48-51, while teaching the transfer layer may 
comprise ink, which is known to provide color through a pigment (8:58-60). 

Ho teaches crosslinking agents epoxy and polyfunctional aziridine are incorporated 
with acrylic polymers in thermal transfer media in ink compositions containing white pigment in 
one or two continuous or discontinuous layers (col. 3, lines 28-45, col. 4, lines 1-21 and 55-68, 
and col. 5, lines 1-5, FIG. 1 and 2) serving to adjust melt flow characteristics (Examples and 
Abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the heat 
transfer of Kronzer to have included crosslinking agents epoxy and polyfunctional aziridine 
incorporated with acrylic polymers in thermal transfer media containing white pigment in a 
continuous or discontinuous layers as claimed because the composition serves to adjust melt 
flow characteristics (col. 3, lines 28-45, col. 4, lines 1-21 and 42-68, and col. 5, lines 1-5, FIG. 1 
and 2, Examples and Abstract of Ho). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 58 and 66-72 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The applied prior art 
does not teach or suggest a method of forming an image-bearing coating on a surface wherein the 
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method comprises removing the non-transferable portion materials and overall structure order 
and placing the peelable film on a surface as claimed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 58 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the allowable subject matter. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tamra L. Dicus whose telephone number is 571-272-1519. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00-4:30 p.m., alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rena Dye can be reached on 57 1 -272-3 1 86. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADa/oA57 1-272- 1000. 
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